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Right: First Communion 
picture for Mark Kavan-
augh at All Saints in 
Cannelburg. Dave Kava-
naugh carried the Cross in 
the middle in Back. Picture 
Taken May 1962 

Left: 8th Grade Grad-
uation Picture for 
Mark Kavanaugh at 
St. Peter’s School in 
Montgomery Picture 
Taken May 1970 
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Left: 8th Grade Grad-
uation Picture for Steve 
Kavanaugh at St. Peter’s 
School in Montgomery.  
Picture Taken May 1968 

Right: First Communion 
Picture for Steve Kavan-
augh at All Saints in 
Cannelburg. Picture 
Taken May 1960 
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Above:  Coach Tim Kavanaugh Talks to Son Kevin. The Picture above shows 
Coach Tim Kavanaugh as he goes to the mound to talk with his son Kevin 
Kavanaugh in the Little League game at Williamsport PA. in August of 1984.  
The Team had previously won in Indianapolis and advanced to the Midwest 
where they won and went on to Williamsport. 



Page 7 
 

 
  

K
ev

in
 K

av
an

au
gh

 h
its

 G
am

e 
W

in
ne

r:
 

K
ev

in
 K

av
an

au
gh

 is
 c

on
gr

at
ul

at
ed

 b
y 

hi
s t

ea
m

m
at

es
 a

s h
e 

cr
os

se
s h

om
e 

pl
at

e 
af

te
r h

e 
hi

t t
he

 g
am

e 
wi

nn
in

g 
 

ho
m

e 
ru

n 
in

 th
e 

7th
 in

ni
ng

 o
f t

he
 fi

na
l g

am
e 

to
 h

el
p 

hi
s t

ea
m

 w
in

 4
-3

 to
 c

ap
tu

re
 3

rd
 p

la
ce

 in
 th

e 
Li

ttl
e 

Le
ag

ue
 

W
or

ld
 S

er
ie

s. 
K

ev
in

 w
as

 th
e 

le
ad

in
g 

hi
tte

r o
n 

th
e 

te
am

. 



Page 8 
 

 
 
  

Below: The following Article appeared in the Washington Times Herald the day 
of renaming the Barr-Reeve Gym Floor to Kavanaugh Kourt. The date was 
December 5, 2009.  Barr-Reeve played Orleans that night and came away with a 
close win. 
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Newspaper 
Article on 
the Presen-
tation of the 
Sagamore 
of the Wa-
bash Award 
presented to 
Albert Kav-
anaugh on 
February 
24, 2004. 



Page 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loogootee Re-Names St. John’s Gymnasium after Lee Kavanaugh 
January 14 of 2012 

Left: Lee Kavanaugh (left) 
with Loogootee Principal 
John Mullen as they pose near 
the plaque on the wall at the 
renamed Lee Kavanaugh 
Gymnasium.  (Formerly the 
St. John’s Gymnasium) 

Below left is the presentation 
of the banner that now hangs 
in the old St. John’s Gym which 
was renamed the “Lee 
Kavanaugh Gymnasium”.  This 
was done on January 14, 2012 
during the Loogootee Barr-
Reeve Game.  It was one of the 
largest crowds ever in Jack 
Butcher Arena to witness a 
Loogootee Game.  A large 
delegation of Lee’s Family was 
on hand for the presentation 
and for the reception that 
followed in the Cafeteria.  
Family Members then moved to 
the Family Farm to continue 
the celebration.  The Presen-
tation above was done by 
Loogootee School Officials 
Principal John Mullen, 
Superintendent, Mayor Noel 
Harty, and Athletic Director. 
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Above: The Picture was taken of Lee’s Brothers/Sisters as they gathered at 
the Family Farm after the Celebration in Loogootee. Pictured above are (L-
R) Mark, Dave, Johnny, Charlotte, Steve, Lee holding the  plaque presented 
to him from his family, Albert, Kay and Louie Jr.  
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Left: The Following article appeared in 
the Bedford Newspaper Just after Lee’s 
retirement from coaching Jr. High at 
Loogootee.  Lee retired from Coaching 
after the 2011 season. 
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Below: The Following Article Appeared in the Loogootee Tribune the following 
week after Lee’s Big Night.   
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Below: The Tribute to Lee Kavanaugh appeared in the “Official Loogootee 
Program” during the 2011-12 Season. 
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Loogootee’s Version of Kavanaugh and His Court 
 
While brother Charles Albert Kavanaugh may have a Kourt honoring his name in 
hometown Montgomery, Loogootee’s long-time (and I mean long as in six different 
decades long) junior high mentor and local legend Robert L. Kavanaugh, better known 
by his middle name, Lee, chose to retire from his favorite passion after completing 
official year # 43 of coaching hoops at Loogootee.  Our own Coach K actually first wet 
his whistle with the seventh and eighth graders in 1963 at the former Crane school 
where he was blessed to coach the likes of Jack Trout, Dave Hawkins, Brian Canada, 
and eventual 1970 IHSAA Trester Award winner Jim Trout.  Following 
a short two-year stint as eighth grade mentor at Celestine while 
teaching in Jasper, Kavanaugh returned to the basketball-
hotbed in Martin County at the behest of high school 
coaches Jack Butcher and Tim Nonte, and the rest, as 
they say, is truly history.    
 
While the dandy duo of Butcher and Nonte were 
coming off the varsity basketball-high 1970 
final four appearance in Indy, Kavanaugh 
coached up the seventh and eighth grades the 
following winter to the tune of perfect 23-0 and 
25-0 slates respectively, giving him a remarkable 
48 wins against no defeats in the winter of 1971 with 
players the likes of Billy Butcher, Mark Riggins, 
Kenny Mattingly, and Kenny Nigg, whom, similar to the path 
of Trout and Canada, would go on to lead the celebrated 1975 Lion 
product to an appearance in the state championship at newly constructed Market 
Square Arena. 
 
From that 1969-70 campaign until 1976, Kavanaugh headed up the charge of both the 
seventh and eighth grade outfits and put together a combined seven year marker of 250-
46, a ridiculously insane winning percentage of 84%.  Then, from 1977 until the spring 
of 1985 (when Lee decided to take a brief five-year coaching hiatus to watch younger 
sons Steven and Jason’s high school sports careers), Coach K amassed an eighth-
grade-only composite of 134-48, including the unscathed 21-0 squad of 1979 that 
featured Jamie Lannan, Rick Schnarr, and David Wininger amongst others. 
 
Lee leapt back into coaching the eighth graders to begin the 90’s with his 90-91 and 91-
92 squads posting impressive 19-3 and 21-1 slates, the latter taking the Blue Chip 
tourney with the likes of Nick Toy and Jeff Bledsoe, two of Loogootee’s 1,000 point 
scorers (a historical milestone that features only 13 total Lions).  The next two seasons 
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were winning ones as well before the 1994-95 group struggled in what amounted to 
Kavanaugh’s first-ever losing season in his 27th year on the sideline.  Following that 
agonizing lowlight, Coach Kavanaugh asked to relinquish the eighth grade job in order 
to benefit the basketball program by stressing and teaching the fundamental basic skills 
necessary a year earlier to the boys as incoming seventh graders. 
 
Thus, throughout the past 16 school years, Lee has put together a remarkable 259-84 
seventh grade run, with two of those highly-successful teams completing their schedule 
with just one loss and two more band of ball-players with a total of just two defeats 
each.  All told, Kavanaugh spent 26 years in charge of eighth graders, putting together 
a 363-121 mark, good for an exact .750 winning percentage.  Even more astonishing, in 
26 years with the seventh graders, Lee’s ledger sits at 401-108, giving him a blistering 
.788 victory shot.  Do the math, and his body of junior high work comes to a simply 
staggering 764-229 overall career inside (and admittedly outside of) the coaching box 
on the hallowed Loogootee hardwood. 
 
And, for transparency sake, it should also be noted that in 1966-67, following Crane’s 
consolidation into Loogootee, as well as 1967-68, Kavanaugh actually mentored both 
the fifth and sixth grade Lions’ teams (though no record of wins and losses was 
maintained for those two seasons).  Quite honestly, the only comparison that can be 
made with Kavanaugh’s eye-popping numbers is The Coach himself:  Jack Butcher.  
Butcher’s record in 45 years, 1957-2002, was 806-250; as mentioned beforehand, 
Kavanaugh’s final slate after 43 exciting and challenging years on the bench was 764-
229.  Together, these two legends triumphed in 1,570 contests against just 479 losses 
over their fifty-plus years inside the Loogootee Program.  With all due respect to 
brother Albert at Barr-Reeve, I believe Loogootee’s own Leapin’ Lee truly occupies a 
Court All His Own! 
 
In fact, Lee’s Gym became official on January 14, 2012 before the start of the annual 
Loogootee versus Barr-Reeve boys’ basketball contest.  In front of several thousand 
fans and nearly all of Lee’s family, Caoch Kavanaugh was presented with a banner 
from Principal John Mullen that forever honors his namesake.  A commemorative 
banner and Z-bronze plaque recognizing Lee Kavanaugh Gymnasium adorns the walls 
at the former St. John’s and Elementary East School. 
 
Sadly, Coach Kavanaugh passed away unexpectedly this summer on June 19, 2013.  We 
remember Robert Lee Kavanaugh as a Loogootee Teacher, Coach, and Friend.  No 
doubt his keen eyes and big heart from above will remain with the Lions as they 
continue to remember the man who instilled pride and tradition into the Loogootee 
Program. 
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Left: This article ap-
peared in the Wash-
ington Times Herald 
Sports Page on July 5, 
1997.  It was an article 
on Dave Kavanaugh’s 
rise to the top while 
umpiring Baseball. 
Dave has done Volle-
yball, Baseball and 
Basketball Finals 
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Right: The Following 
Article appeared in the 
Newspapers after the 
Kavanaugh Brothers 
Lee, Albert and Dave 
were elected to the 
Softball Hall of Fame 
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Steve Kavanaugh 
Inducted into the 

Indianapolis ASA Fast 
Pitch Hall of Fame, 

 

Steve Kavanaugh as he 
accepts his induction into 
the Indianapolis ASA Fast 
Pitch Hall of Fame. 

 

Below: Steve Kavanaugh Inducted into the Indianapolis ASA Fast Pitch Hall of 
Fame, The article below appeared in the Montgomery Times in November of 1995 

Left: Steve’s Family Attend Induction. 
Several of Steve’s Family attended the 
induction ceremonies on that Sunday 
Afternoon in November of 1995. Pictured here 
is Steve as he holds the induction plaque and 
left to right are brother Louie Jr., Steve sister 
Kay Andres and Steve’s Mom Catherine. Back 
row is brothers Dave, Mark and Lee.    
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At the top of the Front Page of the Washington Time Herald in November of 1995 
 

“Kavanaugh Inducted into Hall of Fame, See Page 12” 
 

The article below appeared in the  
Washington Times Herald on November 6 of 1995 
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Left: The Following was written by Tim 
Nonte at the introduction of Lee, Albert 
and Dave into the Fast Pitch Hall of 
Fame. 

Below: The Special Award was published 
in the Washington Time Herald in the 
summer of 1992 in honor of Louis 
Kavanaugh Jr. for his service to the Right 
To Life, Montgomery Ruritan Club, St. 
Peter’s Church and to his Family.    
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Louie and Liz Kavanaugh have worked together for many years in the pro-life 
movement and on Thursday night they were rewarded for all their hard work.  While 
accepting the award Louis Kavanaugh Jr. President of the Daviess County Right To Life 

said “My wife 
Liz ask me to 
get involved in 
the movement 
and if I would 
do that she 
promised she 
would take care 
of the kids and 
do what needed 
to be done there 
on the home 
front.  She 
helped with 
what she could 
and has also 

been 
encouraging me 
to keep going.” 
Louie and Liz 
got involved in 

the movement in 1977 and have been active ever since.  Louie not only served as the 
President of Daviess County Right to Life but also was very active in the Indiana Right 
to Life Organization.  He served as Indiana’s Delegate on the National Right to Life 
Board in 1986 and worked with Dr. Jack Willke who was the National Right to Life 
President and became close friends to the Willke’s.  When Indiana Right to Life split in 
the late 80’s Louis was the founder of the Indiana Federation of Right to Life and served 
as the State President.  He remained in that position until the two Organizations merged 
back together.  During this time he remained in the leadership role of Daviess County 
Right to Life.  When Donna Gentry joined the local organization the two worked 
together to form one of the strongest County Organizations in the state.  Under their 
leadership the local organization expanded its help to other County organizations around 
Southern Indiana and help to strengthen the Right to Life Movement. Louis Kavanaugh 
has also worked with and helped to elect pro-life candidates running for public office.  
When Congressman John Hostettler was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Congressman Hostettler asked Mr. Kavanaugh to serve as the coordinator for the 

Louie & Liz Kavanaugh Receive 2012 Donna Gentry Pro-Life Award 
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Hostettler Campaign in Daviess County for his re-election effort.  Louie and his wife 
have been very active in working with the Right to Life Movement not only on the local 
level but also on the State Level.  The Right to Life Banquets held each year in October 
is one of the largest pro-life Banquets in the State outside of Evansville.  Banquet 
Speakers have included some the top names in the pro-life movement.  Under the 
leadership of Donna Gentry the Pregnancy Care Center was started and has grown into a 
major contribution to the help for women with unplanned pregnancies. This continues 
today even though Donna Gentry passed away suddenly in 2011. 
 
Louis Jr. and his wife Elizabeth are the parents of five children, Sheri (Kurt) Behme of 
Evansville, Brian (Evansville), Louie III (Kris), (Montgomery) John (Amy) Mont-
gomery and Jim of Washington.  They have 16 Grand-children and 5 Great 
Grandchildren.   

  Above: Louis and Liz Kavanaugh accept the Award as they both thank the 
local Right To Life Organization.  Louis has worked and held office in the 
local organization since 1977. 
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Below: The following article appeared in the local newspaper as the three 
Kavanaugh brothers John, Lee and Tim Retire and were honored by their 
family in July of1997. 
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Below: In 2001, the Kavanaugh Kids held a surprise birthday party for their 
Mom at the Gasthof Restaurant on her 88th Birthday.   
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Above: The Following article appeared in the local 
Newspaper and the Indianapolis Star. I do believe this 
picture appeared in the Star around April of 1956.  Old Gin 
was born in the spring of 1917 and died on Feb. 29 of 1960 
in his stable there on the Family Farm. 

The picture below was the 
Kavanaugh Mule, Old Gin 
pictured here with Louis Sr. and 
Catherine’s son Mark Kavanaugh  
with the birthday cake celebrating 
Old Gin 42th Birthday.  Old Gin 
was born on the Kavanaugh 
Farm in the Spring of 1917 and 
died on Feb. 29, 1960.  Old Gin 
was a beloved member of the 
Kavanaugh family for many years 
and did his part in plowing the 
fields and the garden was well as 
pulling the wagons wherever 
fences needed mending.  He lived 
a long life, much longer than 
other mules. 


