CHAPTER-1E

Awards - Recognitions
Of the Children of

Louis & Catherine (McCauley)
Kavanaugh Sr.




Left: 8" Grade Grad-
uation Picture for
Mark Kavanaugh at
St. Peter’s School in
Montgomery Picture
Taken May 1970

Right: First Communion
picture for Mark Kavan-
augh at All Saints in
Cannelburg. Dave Kava-
naugh carried the Cross in
the middle in Back. Picture
Taken May 1962




Right: First Communion
Picture for Steve Kavan-
augh at All Saints in
Cannelburg. Picture
Taken May 1960
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Left: 8" Grade Grad-
uation Picture for Steve
Kavanaugh at St. Peter’s
School in Montgomery.
Picture Taken May 1968
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Southport fans gather at Weir Cook International Airport to welcome

Accolades Greet

By JOHN CARPENTER
Thirteen Southport boys traded
their suitcases for school books to-
day as the most exciting summer of
their Little League careers came to
an end.

All that remains is a parade and
victory banquet tonight for South-
port’s world-class Little League All-
Stars.

The 11- and 12-year-olds arrived
home yesterday from Little League
headquarters in Willi port, Pa,
where the finished third in the 48th
Little League World Series.

The Little Leaguers will be hon-
ored tonight with a parade starting
at the Southport High School park-
ing lot at 6:30. A recognition banquet

p d by the Southport Little
League and the city of Southport
will be held at the Sherwood, 6500
South Emerson, at 7:30.

Two mayors and more than 300
fans were at Weir Cook Internation-
al Airport yesterday to greet South-
port, the first Indianapolis area
team to participate in the event.

Seoul, South Korea, defeated Al-
tamonte Springs, Fla., 62, for the
championship Saturday. Altamonte
gave the Southport All-Stars their
only loss in district, section, state,
regional and series competition.
Southport finished second in the
United States with a 151 record.

Southport's All-Stars had spent
the last two weeks living from suit-
cases — going directly to Williams-
port from regional competition in
Wisconsin — and they were happy
to be back in Indianapolis.

Recited Pledge

“It's really great to be home
again,” said Mike Yeager, a 12-year-
old Southport player whe was che-
sen to recite the Little League

pledge before more than 35,000 fans
at Saturday’s final series game.
“I've been gone so long we've had
new neighbors move in and I don't
even know who they are”

In addition to reunions with par-
ents and siblings, the players
basked in the glow of tributes from
Indianapolis Mayor William Hudnut
and Southport Mayor Robert Ander-
S0,

“They are true champions and
the city of Indianapolis and the
entire state are proud of their ac-
complishments,” Hudnut said as he

presented the boys, their manager
and their coach with keys to the
city.

Anderson commended the All
Stars for their outstanding season
and for “giving Southport worldwide

* recognition.”

The players said the experience
was a dream come true.

“I wanted to pitch in Williams-
port and 1 wanted to hit one over
(the fence),” said Southport’s big
pitcher, Mike Eder, who returned to
school at St. Jude today.

Eder took double helpings of his

returning Little League team.

Southport Players

Photos by Ron Hans:
Coach John Carpenter (left) thanks team manager Tim Kavanaugh.

dream-come-true. He was the o
series pitcher to win two gamr
finishing 90 for the season, and
hit two home runs in the series.

Kevin Kavanaugh, son of m
ager Tim Kavanaugh and the
hitter on the team, wanted to hi
home run in Williamsport and ca
through at the last possible mome

In the seventh inning of !
game Friday, on the last pitch
the season, Kavanaugh blasted |
ball over the fence to beat Cana
43, and win the third place trop
for Southport.

il
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1964 LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES

at the Burtholace of (s lnnpor farded
WILLIAMSPORT . PA

Above: Coach Tim Kavanaugh Talks to Son Kevin. The Picture above shows
Coach Tim Kavanaugh as he goes to the mound to talk with his son Kevin
Kavanaugh in the Little League game at Williamsport PA. in August of 1984.
The Team had previously won in Indianapolis and advanced to the Midwest
where they won and went on to Williamsport.
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close win.

Below: The following Article appeared in the Washington Times Herald the day
of renaming the Barr-Reeve Gym Floor to Kavanaugh Kourt. The date was
December 5, 2009. Barr-Reeve played Orleans that night and came away with a

14 PatiES T3 CENTS

WASHINGTON, INDIANA 47901-0471

Sarurpay, Drcevnen 8, 2000
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Barr-Reeve honors former teacher, ‘role player

By Tooo LaNcAsTER
Sports Editor

All across America, ballparks, courts and
arenas often bear the name of some sto-
ried coach or legendary athlete. These
men and women often have been the focal
point of some moment of glory or some
towering achievement which elevates
them to legendary status.

However, tonight at Barr-Reeve High
School, they will dedicate their basketball
court to a man whao is self-described as
“role player.” He is someone who may con-

sider himself more in the shadows of

Vikings' enormous success on the hard-
wood, but for those who know him and
his accomplishments, a word like “foun-
dation” may be more accurate.

Tonight, the floor that has seen so much

success, will officially get a new name —
Kavanangh Kourt — named after long-
time teacher, mentor and coach Charles
Albert Kavanaugh.

And the funny thing is, basketball is
just a small part of the honor.

Kavanaugh, 69, hopes the renaming of
the court brings attention to how service
and dedication to one’s school and com-
munity are just as important as the wins
and losses of a coach.

“I'm just humbled by this. The good-
ness, kindness, support, friendship and
inspiration of this place is just humbling,
and I'm just glad to have been a part of
it. I accept this, and don’t know if I deserve
it, but accept this honor in the name of all
those who have been a part of the Barr-
Reeve story for all these years,” said
Kavanaugh.

Kavanaugh's tireless work at so many
levels of the basketball program, athletic
department and school will be recognized
with a plaque on the wall near where he
has served as the emcee for so many mem-
orable nights of Viking baskeétball. The
floor also received a new graphic this sum-
mer that will keep Kavanaugh’s name
prominently displayed in a place where
his efforts have been showcased through
the skills of those who received his tute-
lage on countless Saturday mornings.

Kavanaugh is always happy to talk about
basketball and the things that they have
accomplished at B-R, but he quickly points
to the other things that he is most proud
of, like the number of students they have
helped through the Barr-Reeve Scholar-
ship Foundation. He is very pleased with
what he helped contribute to the Barr-

Reeve yearbook for so many years or the
daily interaction with students for 42 years
in the classroom.

“We have collectively helped 429 for-
mer students with the almost $286,000 for
college. One of the things I'm most proud
of is being one of the founding members
of that Foundation,” said Kavanaugh.

But his work on the court has also been
impressive. Between his many years at dif-
ferent levels, Kavanaugh has amassed
roughly 750 wins and taught countless
youngsters the value of hard work and
team play.

“I think I have learned in my years here
that no one does anything alone,” said
Kavanaugh. “I have always considered
myself a member of the supporting cast.
I think more than anything else it is the

See KAVANAUGH, Page 6A
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5, 2009

KAVANAUGH:

Times-Herald, Washington, Indiana

Continued from Page 1A
support and stability we
have had in the leadership
roles here that have allowed
this to happen. The super-
intendents, principals and
head coaches, people like
Joe Todrank, Dave Omer
and Bryan Hughes made
major impacts, and that
made it very easy for me to
me to say ‘Hey, let’s keep
things going down here in
the grades.’

“Each principal, super-
intendent and coach
brought his or her own spe-
cial talents here. I don’t
want to forget the assis-
tants, too. Joe Rademach-
er and Mark Holt are now
with the girls program, but
they are examples of the
great assistant coaches we
have had.”

Barr-Reeve principal
Travis Madison said nam-
ing the court after
Kavanaugh was more of a
“when” than anything else.

“This has been brewing
for at least five years,” said
Madison. “We talked to the
board about it, and it was
really just about finding a
way to do it in a way that
was acceptable to Albert.
He is a very humble man
and we wanted to do some-
thing he would like. At first
we thought about naming
the new gym after him,
because that is where he
worked with so many kids.
But really, he has been so
dedicated to the school in
so many ways, it made
more sense to do this.

“Growing up in the area
(in Washington), it was
obvious the presence he has

Photo By Kelly Overton

The coach, former teacher, Athletic Business Manager, Yearbook Advisor
and other titles in his office at Barr-Reeve High School. Charles Albert
Kavanaugh will be honored for years of service to Barr-Reeve today with
the dedication of “Kavanaugh Kourt”

had here. But after working
with him every day, I
understand so much more
about the things he has
done. It is hard to separate
Albert from Barr-Reeve
basketball to me,” added
Madison.

Coach Hughes, who has
taken a pair of teams to state
finals in the last eight years,
has maybe had the best
understanding of what his
elder has done for B-R dur-
ing Kavanaugh's 30-plus
years watching over the ele-
mentary program.

“He just has so much pas-
sion and that has been evi-
dent for the 18 years I've
been here.” said Hughes.
“A good part of the success
we have had at the junior
high and high school has
<come from the success they

have had at the elementary.
You might call it ‘old
school” what he has done,
but what it really is, is fun-
damental basketball. It’s the
little things like learning to
use your off hand. Those
are the things that help pre-
pare a player. They have
never been about just
rolling out the ball and let-
ting kids scrimmage. They
have always stressed fun-
damentals.”

Superintendent Brian
Harmon was quick to agree
that it is a most deserved
honor.

“I can’t think of anyone
who has done more service
to this school and commu-
nity than Albert,” said Har-
mon. “He has had such an
impact with the things he
has done on the general

level. But maybe even more
importantly, it is the impact
he has had on the individ-
ual, taking an interest in
them as people. The little
things he has done is just
amazing.”

Kavanaugh is quick to
point out that he has
received a lot of help over
the years with the elemen-
tary program. He quickly
canrattle off the names Bret
Graber, Tony Showalter,
Dwayne Murphy, Mark
Graber, Steve Bullock,
Kraig Knepp, Scott Glad-
ish, Tyson Wagler and Alex
Knepp as just some of those
who have given their time
to the school and program.

Murphy has been with
Albert for the last 16 years,
and says Kavanaugh’s
patience is what was most

impressive to him.

“He is just so patient with
the kids. He always knows
the right thing to say and
when to say it,” said Mur-
phy. “It says a lot about
someone’s place in a com-
munity when you name a
gym after a fifth and sixth
grade coach.”

Bret Graber was asked
by Kavanaugh to help out
with the new elementary
program when he was just
a sophomore at Barr-
Reeve. Now, 33 years later
both are still part of the pro-
gram, as Graber is now the
eighth grade coach.

“The best thing about our
relationship is the chance to
ask him ‘What do you
think?’ Those words are
probably not heard as much
as they used to, but I still
ask. (Former B-R) Coach
(Joe) Todrank always told
me to ask Albert questions
if 1 needed advice about
things when Coach
Todrank left.”

Kavanaugh's many
memories, pictures of
friends and accomplish-
ments, more than fill the
walls of the small office he
still holds in the school,
despite his retirement six
years ago.

If his 48 years could be
summed up in just a few
words, it might be from one
of the plaques in his office
that says:

“The greatest trophy in
life is not what your pro-
fession or job awards you,
but rather what your job or
profession allows you to
give back or pass onto oth-
ers.”

Page 9
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Photo by Lowis Kavanaugh Jr.

Albert Kavanaugh’s family joins
him on Kavanaugh Kourt

Pictured is Albert Kavanaugh's family as they joined him on Kavanaugh Kourt moments after the dedication. Principal
Travis Madison invited them to join their dad and grandfather at center court. Pictured is front row, (L.—R) Cameron Ka-
vanaugh, Sydney Anderson, JD Anderson, and Abby Anderson. Middle row are Elaina Kavanaugh and Haley Kavanaugh
and back row, (L—R) Mike and Mi K h, Albert Kar and Jim and Debbie Anderson. Mike Kavanaugh
and Debbie (Kavanaugh) Anderson are Albert’s children. Following the game a reception was held in the Barr-Reeve High
School Cafeteria.

WIS N

Dedication of Kavanaugh
Kourt at Barr-Reeve

By Louis Kavanaugh Jr.
Sportswritor

During a dedication cere-
mony Brian Harmon, Super-
intendent of Bamr-Reeve
Schools presented Albert Ka-
vanaugh with a plaque dedi-
cating the gym floor in his
honor at Barr-Reeve as “Ka-
vanaugh Kourt™. Assisting
Harmon was Bryan Hughes
Barr-Reeve Athletic Director
and Varsity Basketball Coach,
and  Barr-Reeve Principal
Travis Madison. The dedicn-
tion was made between the
Junior varsity and varsity bas-
ketball game as Barr-Reeve
hosted Orlcans, A large
plaque was also unveiled on
the wall just above the en-
trance where Mr. Kavanaugh
has made the team introduc-
tions and announcements for
many years there at Barr-
Reeve,

Following the game o large
reception and presentations
were made in the high school
cafeteria. A large crowd
turned out to honor the man
who has given so much to the
school and the community.
When it came time for Mr. K
to’ take the microphene he
thanked all the many individ-
uals who have helped him
along the way, He said, I ac-

cept this honor for all the
players who have played for
Barr-Reeve and for all the
conches who 1 have been hon-
ored to work with in my 48
years at Barr-Reeve.”  Ac-
cording to Albert Kavanaugh,
no one does anything by
themselves. He went on to
say, “I had a lot of help along
the way and sometimes you
just do what you have to do.
My parents taught us to do our
best at whatever we do and
through time we have been
able to accomplish a great
deal. I look back at the kids
we have been able to help
through the scholarship fund
and I feel very good about
that. In time you can get a lot
done if you just stay with it 1
am so grateful to all who have
helped me to do so much over
the vears. [ have been so
blessed!.”

Kavanaugh then introduced
his son, Michacl and his fam-
ily from Cannelburg, and his
daughter, Debbie and her fam-
ily from Bloomington. Ka-
vanaugh also introduced 8 of
the 9 brothers and sisters who
were able to make it o this
special event, His sister, Char-
lotte from St. Louis, was not
able to make it and Albert had
one brother, Tim, who passed
away this past summer,

WasHINGTON, Inniaxa 475010471

Barr-| Romm«randoomcnmmbonkmmum{mr}huwm d,

Mike while the rest of his tamiy,

including daughter Debbie and
was named a Sagamore of the Wabash by Ind. GmeMmmmwmmmmmrm

Barr-Reeve teacher honored

Sports Wrter

MONTGOMERY — Dave Crooks
may be the Voice of the Hatchets, but
Tuesday the Democratic state repre-
Sentative was-in Mompomerny i poe-
senl i state’s most prestigious award
1o a very special Viking.

On behalf of Ind. Gov. Joe Kernan,
Crooks proclaimed Barr-Recve High

Times-Herald. Washinglon, Indiana

Newspaper
Article on
the Presen-
tation of the
Sagamore

of the Wa-
bash Award
presented to
Albert Kav-
anaugh on
February

24, 2004.

Ind. Rep. Dave
Crooks (left) present-
ed Charles Albert
Kavanaugh with the
Sagamore of the
Wabash award at
m—ﬁm’; basket-
game with White
River Valley on Tues-
day.
Photo By Mike Myers

SAGAMORE: Teacher honored

ghter-in- and son

School teacher, coach and community
icon Charles Albert Kavanaugh a Sag-
amore of the Wabash prior 1o the
Vikings' boys basketball game with
White River Valley,

The term of the Wabash by your humanity, your loyalty in friend-
was \n...lt-, i i L risod Stes
Native A describe “a lesser

ter from Kernan which lauded
Kavanaugh as the perfect epitome of
ithe award.

*“You, Alben, cenainly fit that descrip-
tion. You have distinguished yourself

ship. ymrvmmmm Council and yoer

chief or other great person among the
tribe to whm the chiel would look for
wisdom and advice.” Crooks read a let-

wrote Kernan.
“Thank you again, Albert for the con-
See SAGAMORE, Page BA
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Continued from Page 1A
tributions you have made to
your state. Indiana is better
off today because of your ded-
ication 10 it and your fellow
Hoosiers.”

In addition, Crooks read a
letter from State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Dr.
Suellen Reed which thanked
Kavanaugh for his 42 years of
service in education, all at
Barr-Reeve.

On hand for the presenta-
tion were Kavanaugh's moth-
ler, Catherine, his son and
daughter-in-law Mike and
Michelle Kavanaugh of Can-
nelburg, daughter Debbie and
son-in-law Jim Anderson of
Bloomington, and his six
grandchildren.

The award was a surprise 1o
Kavanaugh, who called it a
“1otal shock™ when Barr-

Reeve principal Travis Madi-
son asked 10 take the micro-
phone just as Kavanaugh —
the public address announcer
for Viking home games — was
about to ask the crowd to rise
for the national anthem. Macdi-
son thanked Barr-Reeve
teacher Brett Graber for spear-
heading Kavanaugh's nomi-

things oneself. You just have
to have people 1o help you out.
I feel very fortunate to have
been a part of the success
here.”

In addition to his numerous
school activities and teaching
carcer, Kavanaugh is active in
many community organiza-
tions, including the Mont-

nation, then introduced gomery Ruritan Club and the
Crooks. D:w:cs-s County Community
Foll dation. But he listed as

g the |
Kavanaugh said many people
had a pant of his accomplish-
ment.

“1 just can’t say enough to
thank the good Lord for the
good health, all the good folks,
the supportive people, that I've
been fortunate enough to work
with here. And school board
people, school administrators,
and inspiring students,” said
Kavanaugh. “Nobody does

permps his most lasting con-
tribution the Barr-Reeve
Scholarship Foundation, a
group he founded in 1988 and
which has awarded $189.000
1o Barr-Reeve graduates and
post-graduates for college
studies or vocational training.
Kavanaugh will retire from
teaching afier this season but
will remain active school and
community activities.




Loogootee Re-Names St. John’s Gymnasium after Lee Kavanaugh

January 14 of 2012

LEE KAVANAUGH GYMNASIUM

| m " LEE KAVANAUBR / 4
& CYMNASIUN &)

!Hl

Left: Lee Kavanaugh (left)
with  Loogootee Principal
John Mullen as they pose near
the plaque on the wall at the
renamed Lee Kavanaugh
Gymnasium. (Formerly the
St. John’s Gymnasium)

Below left is the presentation
of the banner that now hangs
in the old St. John’s Gym which
was renamed the “Lee
Kavanaugh Gymnasium™. This
was done on January 14, 2012
during the Loogootee Barr-
Reeve Game. It was one of the
largest crowds ever in Jack
Butcher Arena to witness a
Loogootee Game. A large
delegation of Lee’s Family was
on hand for the presentation
and for the reception that
followed in the Cafeteria.
Family Members then moved to
the Family Farm to continue
the celebration. The Presen-
tation above was done by
Loogootee  School Officials
Principal John Mullen,
Superintendent, Mayor Noel
Harty, and Athletic Director.
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January 14 declared Lee Kavanaugh Day

WHEREAS, Robert Lee
Kavanaugh was a history
and business teacher la the
Loogootee  Community
School Corpotation, work-
ing as an educaior for 34
years from 1963 to 1997,
and

WHEREAS, becausc of the
contributions

outstanding
that Robert Lee Kavanaugh
has made to the sport of
boys baskeiball at Loo-
rum!ﬂﬂm
Ilducn'ln;d'mdd

WHEREAS, Robert Lee
Kavanaugh first coached
seventh and eighth grade
boys basketball at the for-
met Crane School in 1963,
and
WHEREAS, Robert Lee
Kavansugh coached at the
junior high level for 43
years altogether, the vass
as Loogoosee Jun-
mm.&bdut retir-
ing the position in the sum-
mer of 2011, and
WHEREAS, Robert Lee
Kavanaugh amassed a

reimarksble 764-229 over-
all basketball record,
which represents a 77%
carect winning percentage,
inside the coaching box of
the local hardwood, and
WHEREAS, Robert Lee
Kavansugh has not only
belped hundeeds of youug
men develop their funds-
mental basketball skills
but also is stll highly rec-
ognized as one of the per-
sons at the very core of the
Loogootee basketball tra-
dition, and

WHEREAS, | would like to
take this opportunity to
commend Robert . Lee
Kavanaugh (or his ellorts
In putting Loogootee bas-
ketball on the map and

for his contri-
bution 10 teaching basket-
ball fundamentals at the
Junsor high level |
NOW, THEREFORE, 1,
NOFL HARTY, Mayor of

January 14, 2012 as
LEE KAVANAUGH DAY

Above: The Picture was taken of Lee’s Brothers/Sisters as they gathered at
the Family Farm after the Celebration in Loogootee. Pictured above are (L-
R) Mark, Dave, Johnny, Charlotte, Steve, Lee holding the plague presented
to him from his family, Albert, Kay and Louie Jr.

Page 12



www.tmnews.com KaVanaugh_

Times-Mail / GARET COBB

BEDFORD — Lee Kavanaugh provides instruction from the sideline to his
seventh-grade team during a recent game at Bedford Middle School.

38th and final

Kavanaugh led
the feeder system
for Jack Butcher

By JEFF BARTLETT
Jjeffo@tmnews.com

LOOGOOTEE — The legend of
Loogootee basketball streiches far
and wide, and virtually every afi-
clonado ol the sport in our hoops-
hugging state knows that Hall of
Fame couch Juck Butcher led the
Lions [or 45 seasons, while becom-
ing Indiana’s all-time leader in
coaching victories with 806 before
retiring in 2.

‘What is far less well-known is the
story of the member of the
Kuvanaugh Klun who got away
from Montgomery and prepared
Butcher's hoys for 37 of those 45
seasons.

That's the Lee Kavanaugh Story.

Kavanaugh is now in his 38th,
and final — according to his own
declaration — season as the coach
of the Loogootee Middle School
basketball program. In an era when
ambition leads to frequent transi-
tion, Kavanaugh has been a source
of unyielding loyalty, and hes
played no small part in Loogootee’s
long run of success.

“Lee Kavanaugh is with out a
doubt a unique story in the annals
of Hoosier Hysteria,” Butcher said.
“He dedicated himself to the Loo-
gootee basketball program for 37
years during my tenure and even
though he is retired from teaching,
he still dedicates himself to the pro-
gram. We actually recruited Lee
back from Jasper to coach in our
grade-school program.

“Over the years, Lee had the
opportunity to move up to the
[reshman and/or B-team job. How-
ever, we felt he did such an out-
standing job with the grade school,
teaching fundamentals, that we
asked him to remain at that level.
How many men would have
accepted that situation?

“To the many generations of kids
Lee has coached, he occupies a spe-
cial place in their memories, Lee isa
special person to me and to the
Loogootee basketball program.”

Though middle school records
aren't nearly as detailed and chroni-
cled as high school, the 66-year old
Kavanaugh has an estimated 650 to
700 career victories while guiding
the seventh- and eighth-grade
squads, and often times both in the

Times Mall / GARET COBB

BEDFORD — Lee Kavanaugh directs
his seventh-grade team during action
in Bedford last Saturday.

Tales
1mes

same seasomn.

“I thought about moving up to
high school level at times,”
Kavanaugh said, “but it would have
taken a lot away [rom my [amily
and things such as that, and I just
really  enjoyed the grade-
school/middle-school atmosphere.”

These days he's coaching the sev-
enth-graders, leaving the eighth-
grade to his heir apparent, Mike
Wininger. But there’s plenty of
savvy left in the old mentor. His
current squad is 11-2 and recently
captured the championship of the
Mr. Cutter Classic in Bedtord with a
32-28 upset of the host squad in the
title tilt,

“The kids are finally playing like
we want them to, at least halfway
setting up the offense and being
patient,” Kavanaugh said. “We're
starting to put things together. The
biggest problem with coaching sey-
enth-grade is they make a mistake
and then they put their heads
down, get down on themselves. 1
think this current team is beginning
to realize that once it's done it’s
done. You learn from it and you
move on.”

Kavanaugh got into coaching fer
a very good reason: Jack Butcher
came calling.

“1 was teaching down in Jasper

see KAVANAUGH page B4

From page B1

and Tim Nonte (then the JV and
freshman coach at Loogootee)
and Mr. Butcher came down
and asked me to come up and
coach the junior high,”
Kavanaugh recalled. “1 actually
started training them in 1963. 1
had Trout (Jim, the 1970 Trester
Award Winner for Loogootee's
first Final Four squad) and
Canada (Brian, the school’s all-
time leading scorer) back at the
old St. John's school. Back in
those days you had fifth
through eighth together, and
‘Canada was good enough as a
fifth grader to start on the
eighth-grade team.

“Then they moved St. John's
in with Loogootee. 1 went to
Jasper a short time, and they
came and got me back. That was
the 1968-69 season.”

Kavanaugh has been a rock
foundation in Loogootee since,
teaching business for 25 years
and history for 13 more, while
performing his duties as a pro-
fessor of basketball basics all
along.

“We pride ourselves in Loo-
gootee on [undamentals,” he
said. “Being a Class A school,
we just have 10 or we couldn't
compete with some of the big-
ger schools we play.”

There's another reason why
Lee delved into coaching. He
wanted to duel one of his sib-
lings in the basketball-loving
Kavanaugh enclave.

“My brother, Albert, coaches
sixth-grade at Barr-Reeve, so
there’s probably a little bit of
competition there,” he said with
a wry smile. “Barr-Reeve and
Loogootee have a tremendous
rivalry, and he5s instrumental in
teaching Barr-Reeves boys and
getting them ready, learning the
fundamentals. So it's a friendly
rivalry between my brother and
me, but a rivalry nonetheless.”

Kavanaugh insists he’s calling
it quits after this season, but the
knowledge that he helped many
players prepare to play for
Butcher gives him pride, and
the occasions when those
young men stop by and thank
him provides the pleasure.

“Mr. Butcher and | preuy
much worked together over the
years,” Kavanaugh said. “Jack
passed down what he wanted
and we tnied 10 implement what
he wanted the kids to learn.
Now Steve Brett has taken over
the varsity and he's done an
excellent job of instructing us

on what he'd like the boys to,
learn. 3

“We try to get them funda-
mentally sound and ready to

move on to the next level, and”

for the most part the boys are
very receptive. We've been very
fortunate in Loogootee over the:
years to have very cooperative
parents, as well as kids who
really want to play basketball.
That makes my job a lot easier.

“Without a doubt one of the
best things about it is to see the
kids have success in high
school. Then when they come
back and thank you for what
you've done for them it makes
me especially happy.

“And the people of Loogootee
have been so nice. Thats what.
I'm happy with the most.” g

Times-Mail Sports Writer Jeff
Bartlett welcomes comments at
277-7285 or by e-mail at
Jjeffb@mnews.com

Left: The Following article appeared in
the Bedford Newspaper Just after Lee’s
retirement from coaching Jr. High at
Loogootee. Lee retired from Coaching
after the 2011 season.
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Below: The Following Article Appeared in the Loogootee Tribune the following
week after Lee’s Big Night.
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Kavanaugh gets his court
Picturad are (L-R): Les Kavanaugh, LHS Principal John Mullen, LHS Superintendent Larry Weitkamp, Mayor Noel Harty and
Athlstic Director/Assistant Principal, Bill Powell,

-Pholo by Rae Groesne

By Rac Greene own  Lee Kavanaugh
Staff Writer received a truly awesome  Gym has been renamed the Mayor Noel Harty pre-
ST award from Loogootee  Lee Kavanaugh Gymnasi-  sented Coach Kavanaugh
On a very special night  High School during the um in honor of Mr.  the official proclamation
for the Loogootee basker-  Loogootee/Barr-Reeve ga-  Kavanaugh's outstanding Soe “KAVANAUGH"
ball family, Coogootees me on Saturday, January, service o the school and Section 1 Page 12
. A C) )=

14, 2012; the St. John/Easi

the basketball program.

WKAVANAUGH

N
)

that January 14, 2012
would be known as “Lee

' Kavanaugh Day". Coach

was also presented with
two lifetime courtesy pass-
es to all of Loogootee High
School sponsored home
athletic events, as well as a
plaque recognizing his
commitment to 43 seasons
asa Loogootee Junior High
Basketball Coach. Lee
Kavanaugh’s overall record
stands at 764 wins with 229
losses, giving him a win-
ning percentage of 77%.
Lee graduated from Mont-
gomery High School and
began his coaching career
for Loogootee in 1963 at
the Crane School. After

teaching and coaching in
the Jasper schools for two
years, he was coaxed back
by Coaches Butcher and
Nonte to take over the jun-
ior high coaching position,
where in his first year,
1971, his seventh and
eighth grade teams were a
perfect 23-0 and 25-0. Just
a few members of those
undefeated junior high
teams were Billy Butcher,
Mark Riggins, Kenny Mat-
tingly, and Kenny Nigg. It
is also noted that his 1979
eighth grade team also
went undefeated at 21-0
During Kavanaugh's
career as a Loogootee
coach, he suffered only one

,’
losing season, that being in /.

1994-95. In a very unse-
Ifish gesture, he then made
a request to give up.the
eighth grade position in
order to concentrate all his
efforts teaching the basic
fundamental skills 1o the
seventh grade teams.
Coach Lee Kavanaugh has
left his mark in the history
ol the Loogootee basket-
ball program. His record
can only be compared 0
Coach Butcher. How rema-
rkable is1t, that LHS is hon-
ored at having not one, but
two legends in the state
basketball world? Con-
gratulations Coach Lee
Kavanaugh!
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Below: The Tribute to Lee Kavanaugh appeared in the “Official Loogootee
Program’ during the 2011-12 Season.
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Loogootee’s Version of Kavanaugh and His Court

While brother Charles Albert Kavanaugh may have a Kourt honoring his name in
hometown Montgomery, Loogootee’s long-time (and | mean long as in six different
decades long) junior high mentor and local legend Robert L. Kavanaugh, better known
by his middle name, Lee, chose to retire from his favorite passion after completing
official year # 43 of coaching hoops at Loogootee. Our own Coach K actually first wet
his whistle with the seventh and eighth graders in 1963 at the former Crane school
where he was blessed to coach the likes of Jack Trout, Dave Hawkins, Brian Canada,
and eventual 1970 IHSAA Trester Award winner Jim Trout. Following
a short two-year stint as eighth grade mentor at Celestine while
teaching in Jasper, Kavanaugh returned to the basketball-
hotbed in Martin County at the behest of high school
coaches Jack Butcher and Tim Nonte, and the rest, as
they say, is truly history.

While the dandy duo of
coming off the varsity
final four appearance in
coached up the seventh

Butcher and Nonte were
basketball-high 1970
Indy, Kavanaugh

S and eighth grades the
\ f 5

following winter to the , tune of perfect 23-0 and
25-0 slates respectively, & "% giving him a remarkable
48 wins against no defeatsin the winter of 1971 with
players the likes of Billy Butcher, Mark Riggins,
Kenny Mattingly, and Kenny £ Nigg, whom, similar to the path
of Trout and Canada, would go on to lead the celebrated 1975 Lion

product to an appearance in the state championship at newly constructed Market
Square Arena.

From that 1969-70 campaign until 1976, Kavanaugh headed up the charge of both the
seventh and eighth grade outfits and put together a combined seven year marker of 250-
46, a ridiculously insane winning percentage of 84%. Then, from 1977 until the spring
of 1985 (when Lee decided to take a brief five-year coaching hiatus to watch younger
sons Steven and Jason’s high school sports careers), Coach K amassed an eighth-
grade-only composite of 134-48, including the unscathed 21-0 squad of 1979 that
featured Jamie Lannan, Rick Schnarr, and David Wininger amongst others.

Lee leapt back into coaching the eighth graders to begin the 90’s with his 90-91 and 91-
92 squads posting impressive 19-3 and 21-1 slates, the latter taking the Blue Chip
tourney with the likes of Nick Toy and Jeff Bledsoe, two of Loogootee’s 1,000 point
scorers (a historical milestone that features only 13 total Lions). The next two seasons
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were winning ones as well before the 1994-95 group struggled in what amounted to
Kavanaugh’s first-ever losing season in his 27" year on the sideline. Following that
agonizing lowlight, Coach Kavanaugh asked to relinquish the eighth grade job in order
to benefit the basketball program by stressing and teaching the fundamental basic skills
necessary a year earlier to the boys as incoming seventh graders.

Thus, throughout the past 16 school years, Lee has put together a remarkable 259-84
seventh grade run, with two of those highly-successful teams completing their schedule
with just one loss and two more band of ball-players with a total of just two defeats
each. All told, Kavanaugh spent 26 years in charge of eighth graders, putting together
a 363-121 mark, good for an exact .750 winning percentage. Even more astonishing, in
26 years with the seventh graders, Lee’s ledger sits at 401-108, giving him a blistering
.788 victory shot. Do the math, and his body of junior high work comes to a simply
staggering 764-229 overall career inside (and admittedly outside of) the coaching box
on the hallowed Loogootee hardwood.

And, for transparency sake, it should also be noted that in 1966-67, following Crane’s
consolidation into Loogootee, as well as 1967-68, Kavanaugh actually mentored both
the fifth and sixth grade Lions’ teams (though no record of wins and losses was
maintained for those two seasons). Quite honestly, the only comparison that can be
made with Kavanaugh’s eye-popping numbers is The Coach himself: Jack Butcher.
Butcher’s record in 45 years, 1957-2002, was 806-250; as mentioned beforehand,
Kavanaugh'’s final slate after 43 exciting and challenging years on the bench was 764-
229. Together, these two legends triumphed in 1,570 contests against just 479 losses
over their fifty-plus years inside the Loogootee Program. With all due respect to
brother Albert at Barr-Reeve, | believe Loogootee’s own Leapin’ Lee truly occupies a
Court All His Own!

In fact, Lee’s Gym became official on January 14, 2012 before the start of the annual
Loogootee versus Barr-Reeve boys’ basketball contest. In front of several thousand
fans and nearly all of Lee’s family, Caoch Kavanaugh was presented with a banner
from Principal John Mullen that forever honors his namesake. A commemorative
banner and Z-bronze plaque recognizing Lee Kavanaugh Gymnasium adorns the walls
at the former St. John’s and Elementary East School.

Sadly, Coach Kavanaugh passed away unexpectedly this summer on June 19, 2013. We
remember Robert Lee Kavanaugh as a Loogootee Teacher, Coach, and Friend. No
doubt his keen eyes and big heart from above will remain with the Lions as they
continue to remember the man who instilled pride and tradition into the Loogootee
Program.
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Remembering Lee Kavanaugh

By His Brother Old Lou

The sudden passing of
my brother Lee
Kavanaugh has left the
family in shock and it will
definitely leave a void in
our community. As I so
affectionately referred to
him as my half-brother
because of his strong
opinions on Barr-Reeve
we had many conversa-
tions.on Barr-Reeve/Loo-
gootee sports but I don't
think I convinced him on
anything.

1 want to assure you 1
had the utmost respect for
his accomplishments and
for his contributions to
Loogootee sports and to
the community. For all
that knew him, realized
he always went at any-
thing he took on and gave
it 110%.. His involvement
in sports was a big part of
his life but what he did for
the community and his
churchand St. Vincent De
Paul was truly remark-
able. He served .as past
president and board
member of the Mont-
gomery Ruritan Club,
was president of the St.
Peter’s St. Vincent De Paul
Society and worked at the
Washington St. Vincent
De Paul Store and was on
St. Peter's Parish Council
and was always available
forany project that Father
Jim needed done around
St. Peters Church or St.
Peter’s Cemetery. He also
sang in the St. Peter’s
Choir with his brothers
Dave and me and sang for
many funerals over the
years. Last week was the
first funeral he has missed

LEE KAVANAUGH

singing at in a long time.

We all know that Lee is
probably best known as
one of the great Jr-high
coaches around when he
coached at Loogootee. He
retired in the fall of 2011.
Many area coaches felt
they had a quality win if
they were able o' defeat
one of Lee’s teams. There
were some memorable
games ‘that he coached
and he chenshed each ot
those victories. He came
from the school of
thought that losing was
unacceptable.

When my son Jim and
Lee’s son, Jason played on
the same little league
team, Lee was one of the
coaches and although he
did not want to be the
head coach he was defi-
nitely considered that, 1
was one ol the assistant
coaches and knew when
to speak and when to lis-
ten. Many times 1 would
listen to what he told the
kids and I learned a great
deal ‘from the “Master”.
What surprised me was
that I had always heard he
was a “Hell Raiser” on the
court but I never saw that
out of him. When a kid
made a bonehead play, he
would talk sternly to
them but not rant and
wave and carry on. Need-
less to say he was a com-
petitor and did not like to
lose and he did his level
best to get the best he
could out of the kids.

When Lee’s boys were
playing sports for Barr-
Reeve he quickly became
a Barr-Reeve fan. Maybe
not a true fan but at least

he was a Viking fan when
his kids were in playing.
He lived and died with the
kids and he and lrma trav-
eled all over to watch
them play. Needless to
say his boys were pretty
good players at whatever
they did. When Lee's old-
est son Jeff was playing he
still was the assistant
baseball coach for Tim
Nonte at Loogootee. The
story is told that one time
when Barr-Reeve and
Loogootee were playing
and son Jeffl was on first
base Tim Nonte [lashed
the pick-off sign and Lee
who was coaching for
Loogootee immediately
hollered to his son at first
“Get back Jeff”. Needless
to say it did not go unno-
ticed by Coach Nonte but
1do think he realized that
blood is thicker than
waler.

There is much more 1
could say about my older
brother but not enough
room here. He was will-
ing to help anyone but
they better be willing to
help themselves. He was
considered to be very fru-
gal with his money but so
many people have come
forward and said Lee gave
them money at their time
of meed.” He was raised
from humble beginnings
and from the way he lived
his life he was very hum-
ble. His parents instilled
into Lee a strong work
ethic and he accom-
plished so much in his
lifetime. You would have
thought his life revolved
around sports, but his
church and his faith was
the center of his life. Yes
we butted heads a lot over
Barr-Reeve and Loo-
gootee sports but in the
end, I am proud of what
Leeaccomplishedand the
way he lived his life. 1 was
happy to be there at the
end and hopefully give
some Ccm[orl to Irma Bl'l(l
his sons in those last
hours. No, Lee was not
my half brother, he was
my brother and proud of
him. We will always
remember Lee, May The
Good Lord Lead Him to
His Heavenly Reward!
Old Lou

The following was the
eulogy that was given at
Lee Kavanaugh’s funeral
by his three sons, Jason,

Steven and Jelf
Kavanaugh.
By Jason Kavanuagh

First and foremost, |
want to thank the com-

munities of Montgomery,
Loogootee, Washington
and others for the over-
whelming support you
have shown us. Itis truly
appreciated.

As many of you may
know, my dad had certain
phrases that are distinc-
tively his. Whether in
school, sports, or every-
day activities, he com-
monly used them. Listed
below are just.a few and
what they actually meant
to Dad:

‘Old Buddy, Old Pal’ -
Commonly used after a
given name (Steve, Mark,

_Tim, Dave), it was always

followed with the prom-
ise of a small activity that
would last only 10-15
minutes, though the
activity was seldom small
and always lasted longer.
The meaning was actual-
ly a call to volunteer.
Many times dad and his
brothers and friends
could be found delivering
vegetables to Feed my
Sheep, working at St, Vin-
cent de Paul, or simply
landscaping around
church.

‘Do the Little Things’ —
Dad had a habit of saying

this usually when we

tried to get ‘fancy’ with a
basketball drill or trying
to do something quickly
just to get done. What he
realized, which many
times I failed to, it's the
little things that are the
most vital. Paying atten-
tion to detail and the lit-
tle things is what makes
big things happen.

‘Standing in a Strain’ —
Often this was said when
Dad didn't think we were
quick enough to help. It
is a call to be present, put
forth effort, and work.
Dad was never one to
stand in a strain, and
more often than not, he
was the one leading the
effort. He was quick to
volunteer, early to arrive,
and usually last to leave.
He had the most dedicat-
ed work ethic, always see-
ing the job through to the
end, regardless of size or
amount of time required.

Though he may no
longer be physically with
us, | know in my heart he
will continue to be teach-
ing me to the end of my
days. I pray that I can be
the example to my boys
as he has been the exam-
ple for me.

Dad, you will always be
my ‘Old Buddy, Old Pal’.
You have always ‘Done
the Little Things' for a

successful life, and would
never be accused of
‘Standing in'a Strain’. 1
could notbe more blessed
orproud tobecalled ‘Lee’s
Son.’ ;
By Steven Kavanuagh
As you know, politicians
have always used educa-
tion as part of their plat-
form for change. [ believe
they must have heard my
dad say “This is the worst
team 1 have ever had”
forty years in a row. We
may have believed that if
we didn't know the sea-
son records of 19-2, 17-4
and so on. Only when one
of us three were playing

- would he root against his *

beloved Loogootee Lions.
Like with his school,
whatever Dad did he gave
it his all. Whether it was
the Ruritan, St. Vincent
DePaul, or St. Peter’s
church, his heart and soul
went into everything he
did. This was especially
true with his family. He
was someone we could all
count on. I know as [ now
reflect how he lived his
life makes me want to be
a better husband, a better
father, a better brother,
and still be a better son.
As a steward of the land,
and a faithful servant to
the Lord, no one person
should be asked to fill the
crater that is lelt. But per-
haps if we all took a little
more time to help each of
our communities,
churches, and organiza-
tions that help the less
fortunate, it would be a
legacy worth the Lord's
faithful servant that we
lost.

By Jeff Kavanuagh

My, my, we could cover
so many things — all sto-
ries of a life well lived. We
could mention the
springs and summers on
the diamond, or the falls
and winters on the court.
We could mention the
daily Mass for 40 straight
days in Lent, or even put-
ting out 3 acres of garden
by hand, so we “woyldn't
get bored.” However, 1
will just add a couple
more items to what Jason
and Steven have already
said.

How many of you ever
listened to dad talk about
the weather? Even
though he had his other
passions, he could get so
excited about tempera-
ture, humidity, and rain
As an example, at our
family reunion last sum-
mer we received a light
rain. The uncles knew

that Dad would check
that rain gauge, so before
he arrived someone
quickly poured nearly an
inch of water in the gauge
by the barn. Sure enough,
Dad goes up and checks:
“We got nine-tenths (0.9)
of an inch!” Dad was so
excited aboutthat 0.9, no
one had the heart to tell
him it was a'setup. That
was vintage Dad — he was
like a little kid some-
times, so excited about
the simple things that you
couldn’t help but laugh.
He knew every detail
about the land, as a gar-
dener and as a farmer, and
loved talking with his
farming friends like the
Armes and Boyds. He
could tell a tree just by the
bark, and without seeing
the leaves, those more
obvious clues the rest of
us needed. In some
respects that was a
metaphor for his life — he
knew the truly important
things in life without
needing to have all the
facts.

Dad was also a spiritu-
al person and believed in
religious tolerance, and 1
see both faiths represent-
ed here today —both Barr-
Reeve and Loogootee.
After all, sports is also
religion in these parts.

Dad coached the three
of us boys formally
through the lower grades,
and informally through
high school, and some-
times it led to some trou-
ble. During my years
Loogootee was usually
just too good, especially
in baseball. During the
Barr-Reeve — Loogootee
baseball game, | was lead-
ing off first base when the
Loogootee pitcher sud-
denly threw to first in a
pickoff attempt. You
heard someone yell from
the dugout, “Get back!”
Makes sense, except it
came from the Loogootee
dugout! Even in the heat
of battle, Dad could not
resist trying to coach me
to be better. 1do believe
that deep down Tim
Nonte actually liked it,
because he held that one
over my Dad for years to
come.

So whatdoes itall mean?
Dad touched so many
people, in so many ways,
for so many years. Butin
the end, it is simply this:
I love him, respect him,
and the way he lived his
life, Dad still inspires me
to try to be a better man.
Thank you.
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‘i(avanaugh lands
dream job with
state baseball final

By Tep ScHulrz
Sports Editor -

Twenty years ago this summer,
David Kavanangh spent most of his
evenings umpiring adult league
softball games in his hometown of
Montgomery to earn a little extra
cash.

Little did he know that experi-
ence would be the beginning of a
= Officiating car-
eer that would
include eight
state  towrna-
ments and num-
erous  other
semi-state and
regional tourma-
ment gigs.

: Ioe Todrank,
KAVANAUGH gy Reeve's
athletic director and basketball
vonch sl coordinator of the Mont-
gotiery Adult Softhall Leagoe
the tinwe, suggesied K
tn w npiring: live

hall, Twenty

i ity s 1
lasw event, i which he had
the home plate assignment for
Tasper's 10-8 championship game
win over Carmel.

1 did a lot of adult league soft-
ball and {Todrank) talked me into
getting my bascball license,” Kav-
anaugh said. “He told me [ could
work a lotof games. Then the next
year, he told me [ ought to get my
vasketball license and get some
work during the winter.”

The 49-year-old Kavanaugh,
wha has also officiated the state vol-
‘eyball tournament three times and
‘he state girls basketball tourna-
ment twice, has made it as far as
‘he semi-state level in boys bas-
<etball, He called the Indianapo-
is Semi-State at Hinkle Fieldhouse
this winter and will be eligible for
s first state tournament next sea-
SO

“What's ironic is that in basket-
2all, Ithought about maybe work-
ng as high as freshman (level).
But one thing led to another and
zverything kind of ook off from
there.” i

But the highlight of his career

Kavanaugh signals a 1=1‘count,

came Saturday night in the first
state tournament held at Victory
Field in Indianapolis. After umpir-
ing third base in the Jasper-Rich-
mond semifinal and the right field
lineg in the Carmel-Ft. Wayne
Northrop, he was behind the plate
for what could be the final one-
class championship game in any
sport in Indiana.

It was very special for a couple
of reasons,” Kavanaugh said. “For
one thing, it was the last open class
state tournament that may ever be
played in baseball and secondly,
this was the first tournament that
was held at Victory Field and it’s
a beautiful place to play. Anytime
you get to call at that level, espe-
cially in baseball when you're rank-
ing is based strictly on the coach-
es’vole, it's a good feeling because
you know that they have a lot of
faith in you.”

Much to Kavanaugh's relief, he
wasn't presented with any close

- calls during the title game.

“That's every official’s night-

- mare - to have that one weird play

orsomething that you have to make
a ruling on i,” Kavanaugh said,
*Usually. either way you call it,
it's going to be a memorable one,
but that's the responsibility you

take on when you put on a uni- |
form. You hope it’s decided by the |
kids, but that possibility always §

|

exists.”

Kavanaugh, who also worked
the state baseball tournament in
1988 and 1992 at Bush Stadium,
wasalso happy to be joined by one
of his fellow officials from the
Southwest Indiana Officials Asso-
ciation, Jack Wall of Linton was
making his state debut, working at
second base and first base for the
semifinals and on the lefi field line
for the championship.

“T'm especially happy for Jack
‘Wall,” Kavanaugh said. “This had
to be extra special for him and [ was
really happy for him. He's one of
those guys that is not flashy, but just
shows up and does a super job
every game and he's been reward-
ed for his efforts,”

In the 1992 state tournament,
Kavanaugh was the No. 2 ranked
umpire behind his longtime part-
ner, Steve
Fisher of
J Plainville.
Fisher, who
< is mow the
athletic dir-
| ector  at
North Pos-
ey, was be-
hind  the
plate in the
title game
that year.

Kavan-
§ augh cred-
its much of
his devel-
opment asa
baseball
| umpire to
Fisher, as
he does to
Roberta
Graber of
Cannelburg
asavolley-
ball  offi-
cial. Kav-
anaugh be-

David Kavanaugh rings up a strikeout during last Saturday’s state championship game.

gan calling gamesiin 1982 with
Graber, who has worked the state
volleyball tournament three times.

“I was always blessed with a
great partner,” Kavanaugh said
“When you're calling with the best,
you can’t help but look good your-
self.”

The teacher at Loogootee Junior
High for the last 28 years has also
had plenty of practice. When he
first began officiating and umpir-
ing, he would call games nearly
every day, including Sunday, when
he would officiate adult league bas-
ketball games at the Daviess Coun-
ty YMCA,

“Iworked everything I could get
my hands on,” Kavanaugh said.
“There were a few weeks that T
called seven days a week.”

“At first, it was just for the
money. but then Treally began o
enjuy it One ol the things 1 will
take away from officiating is the
friendships and the class people
that I've dealt with over the years.,
Most of the people that T work for
are definitely class people.”

Kavanaugh says his only regret
is that he didn’t get to see his son,
David Jr., help Barr-Reeve 1o the
regional baseball title in 1990
because he was umpiring at the
Evansville Regional. He did getto
see David in the semi-state the fol-
lowing week and has watched his
daughters Kara, Kristi and Kayla
play their respective sports as often
as possible.

wife (Cleta),” Kavanaugh said.
“She’s put up with a lot of lae
nights over the last 18-19 years.
Without her cooperation, I proba-
bly couldn’t have done it.”

And he doesn’t plan on quitting
anytime soon.

A dejected Brayden Emy (right) of Jasper heads back to the
“l owe a debt of gratitude to my dugout after Kavanaugh called him out on strikes to begin the

game.

“As long as my health and phys-
ical abilities hold together, [ think
"l prabably stay with it a few years.
longer,” Kavanaugh said. “The
only thing I"ve promised myselfis

that as long as I enjoy it and enjoy
being around the people, I'll stick
with it. When the day comes that
1 do not enjoy it, will be the day 1
get out.™

Left: This article ap-
peared in the Wash-
ington Times Herald
Sports Page on July 5,
1997. It was an article
on Dave Kavanaugh’s
rise to the top while
umpiring Baseball.
Dave has done Volle-
yball, Baseball and
Basketball Finals
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Kavanaugh brothers inducted
into Softball Hall of Fame

Lee Kavanaugh

From Stall Reports

BLOOMINGTON —
Montgomery residents Albert,
Dave and Lee Kavanaugh were
recently inducted into the In-
diana Fast Pitch Softbail Hall of
Fame.

The induction ceremonies
were held at the Holiday Inn in
Bloomingion and was the con-
cluding event of the annual In-
digm American Softhall Associ-
ation (ASA) convention, The
1996 class of softball induciees
featured a total of eight players,
five men and three women.

The Kavanaugh brothers
played fast pitch sofiball for 20
years with nearly all of those
playing years with the Mmtaom

ery Iglcheant team beginning in
l.hl:- lage 1950"s through the
1960's and into the 1970's,

The team name changed to the
Monigomery Merchants about
1968 and continued under that
rame until its last season of fast
pitch play in 1976.

The Monigomery Igelhean-
Merchants became consisient
winners of the Washingion Fast
Piich Sofiball League for many
years,

Albert Kavanaugh

In addition, the Montgomery
team won district and semi-staje
champions al Washin
Sfﬂfhf?l“!hi':i Terre }humgr,‘:::
secutively from 1965 w 1970,
with & state runner-up finish at
Fort Wayne to their credit in
1969,

More district championships
and two semi-swane finalists were
counted between 1972 and 1976.
There were numerous invita-

hmul[u:pu.chmmcye]mnp-,

miups around Indiana and IIli-
nois over the 18 years the Mont-
gomery Igleheart-Merchants
fielded a tzam.

Lee was recognized not only _

as an outstanding infielder but a
feared batter as well. He was bat-
ting champion for the Washing-
ton Fast Pitch League on five dif-
ferent occassions. His lifetime
bating average was over 370,

Albert played as an outficlder
and first baseman compiling a
295 lifetime batting average, He
served as player/manager from
1972 wo 1976. He was the first
Region 9 ASA director for four
years and a local softball league
commissioner and promoter for
16 years.

Piiching was Dave's fone. In
addition 1o pitching for the
Montgomery Merchanis in the
1970's, he alsa pitched for teams
in Terre Haute, Indianapolis,
Vincennes and Lawrenceville,
. He compiled a 14-year fast
pitch record of 213-42, including
several MVP piching recogni-
ticns for season and state touma-
ment play during the 1970's,

Dave also piiched a perfect
game during his career at Terre
Haute during the 1972 season,

The Kavanaugh brothers have
expressed the desire to accept
this Hall of Fame honor in the
mamée of their leammates, eam
manager and team sponsors of
the 1960's and 1970"s who also
shared in ASA Fast Piich Stawe
Tourney championships at the
district, semi-state and state level
of play.

Three former lcammates now
deceased are especially
remembered-—-Marlin  Murphy,
Bob McCormick and Bob Miles.

Both Dave and Lee are teach-
ers within the School
Corporation, while Albert
leaches within the Barr-Reeve
School Corporation.

Right: The Following
Article appeared in the
Newspapers after the
Kavanaugh  Brothers
Lee, Albert and Dave
were elected to the
Softball Hall of Fame
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Below: Steve Kavanaugh Inducted into the Indianapolis ASA Fast Pitch Hall of
Fame, The article below appeared in the Montgomery Times in November of 1995

Cannelburg Native Named To
Softball Hall Of Fame

It was a siory book ending 1o a softhall playing carcer that
began in the pasture lots on the farm of Catherine and the
late Louvis Kavanaugh 5r. of rural Cannelburg. Steve
Kavanaugh, the seventh son and ninth of 10 Kavanaugh
children, was recently honored as an inductee into the
Indianapolis ASA Fast Pitch Softball Hall of Fame in
ceremonies held at the Indianapolis Mariott Hotel.

Kavanaugh [irst learned the game of fast pitch softball
| from his older brothers on playing ficlds that were the farm
| lots on the Kavanaugh farm. Following his graduation from
Barr-Reeve High School in the spring of 1971, he played
locally ong scason with the Montgomery Merchants in the
| ‘Washington Fast Pitch League and a traveling road schedule.

~ In the fall of that year, employment at General Motors in
| Indianapolis lured him away Crom his country beginnings
| Over the next 23 years, Steve played for such Indy teams
as Willsey, Renners, Indy A% and the Indy Merchants, He
retired from competitive league softball after playing with the
Indy Masters 40 and Over team in 1993, a team that Tinished
ninth in the nationnl ASA tournament that yvear

His years of play for Indy teams helped produce 20 ASA
¢city championships and participation in 20 ASA Midwest
Regionals. Four times his weams (inished as a runnerup in
the midwest regionals and twice advanced to national
tournaments. Twice he received MYP honors in major
tournaments, plus all tournament team recognition in an 11
g KAVANAUGH (I=5) - state tournament inj Chattanooga, TN. i

TEVE eft) accepts mduc- Positionwise, Steve played as a third baseman and shortstop
tion honors into the Indianapolis isg Fast with defense being his forte. He sported a 960 [ielding Steve Kavanaugh

: : . ntage for much of his career in the Indy leagues o go :
s e ey Songvin 3 286 by e Knarvah vasced | | Inducted Into the

o _— his love of the game, superiority and consistency of play 1 i
mateur Softball Association Commissioner  poth in the field and with the bat, loyalty 1o his teams and Ind_lanapOIIS ASA Fast
and currently the National President of ASA  tcammates and contributions to the game of fast pitch softball Pitch Hall of Fame,

as being his credentials for being inducted into the
Indianapolis ASA Fast Fitch Hall of Fame. In accepting the

hanor of induction, Knvu:Fuugh gave 3picin:1_t]1:_anll:;r:o his Steve Kavanaugh as he
ts for their example of a strong work ethic an hife, He H H H :

P luded “Dad. this ane’s for yout accepts his mg:luctlon into

the Indianapolis ASA Fast

Pitch Hall of Fame.

Left: Steve’s Family Attend Induction.
Several of Steve’s Family attended the
induction ceremonies on that Sunday
Afternoon in November of 1995. Pictured here
Is Steve as he holds the induction plaque and
left to right are brother Louie Jr., Steve sister
Kay Andres and Steve’s Mom Catherine. Back
row is brothers Dave, Mark and Lee.
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At the top of the Front Page of the Washington Time Herald in November of 1995

“Kavanaugh Inducted into Hall of Fame, See Page 12

The article below appeared in the
Washington Times Herald on November 6 of 1995

S:FEVE !(AVANAUGH, left, accepts inducation honors into the
I]_Jdlanapohs ASA Hall of Fame. He is flanked by Wayne Myers,
right, of Terre Haute, IN. Myers is a long time Indiana Amateur

Softball Association Commissioner and currently the National Pres-
ident of the ASA. '

Kavanaugh inducted into
Indy’s ASA Hall of Fame

By JEFF HAYS :
Sports Editor

INDIANAPOLIS — The old adage is that defense wins champion-
ships, but for Steve Kavanaugh, it carried him a even a little farther than
that.

Kavanaugh, a 1971 graduate of Barr-Reeve High School, was recently
honored as an inductee into the Indianapolis American Softball Associa-
tion (ASA) Fast Pitch Hail of Fame in ceremonines held at the Mariott
{ Hotel in Indianapolis.

“I really never thought I'd get in, as my bat wasn't as strong as other
players,” said Kavanaugh, who resides in Indianapolis.

“But my glove carried me en the field, so I guess I owe this honor to

Iy defensive play™

Kavanuagh first began playing the game of fast pitch softball in the
pasture lots in Cannelburg, and it was there he admits he leamned the
game from his older brothers.

“I really pay a lot of tribute to my family,” continued Kavanaugh.
“Brothers Albert, David and Le¢ were better athletes than [, and it’s a
shame they didn’t have the opportunity I did.”

And that opportunity was to play softball in a much higher profile
situation which the larger cities present, o

“It was just a better chance playing in Indianapolis as the sponsors
were better. They paid some big money for us (o travel all over the
midwest and play every weekend,” explained Kavanaugh, who was
lured away to Indianapolis following high school graduation by employ-
ment at General Motors.

“In a summer, we'd casily play a 100-game schedule.”

But Kavanaugh admits it took some patience, and also some help in
establishing himself amongst the softball elite in Indianapolis.

“Treally rode Denny Wallace's coalail into town,” said Kavanaugh of
Wallace, who is also a native of the area.

"Denny was one of the better pitchers in the state, and he was on a
tcam who was looking to replace some older players with some younger

ones. 5o that's how I got started, but I had o pay my dues as I sat the
bench for a while before 1 was given the chance to play.”

Once that chance arose though, Kavanaugh took advantage of it and
pieced together a solid softball career over the next 23 years, which
included play on teams such as Willsey, Renners, Indy A’s and the Indy
Merchants,

While playing for those different teams, Kavanaugh helped produce
20 ASA city championships and participation in 20 ASA Midwest
Regionals.

Four times his teams finished as a runner-up in the midwest regionals
and twice advanced to national tournaments.

Twice he received MVP honors in major tournaments, plus all-
tournament tcam recognition in an 11-state tournament held in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn.

Position-wise, Kavanaugh played as a third baseman and shortstop,
with defense being his forte.

He sported a .960 fielding percemage for much of his career in the
Indy leagucs, to go along with a .286 baiting average.

Kavanaugh retired from competitive league softball after playing with
the Indy Masters 40 and over team in 1993, a team that finished ninth in
the national ASA tournament that same year,

“Playing softball in Indianapolis was really a commitment,” noted
Kavanaugh. “It wasn’t like slow pitch as you could miss some games
here and there. In Indianapolis, you®d better be there, or have one heck-
uva reasen for not being there because they'd find someone to replace
you.”

Although retired from organized play, Kavanugh admits he still en-
Joys playing the game from time o time, *I do play, but it’s more of a
laid back game now. But I just can’t get into slow pitch after playing fast
pitch for so long.”

Honored for his play in Indianapolis, Kavanaugh was no stranger to
the softball fields in the area as he played for the Montgomery Merchants
in 1971, and also played some in the area while traveling on the Indiana-
polis tcams,

But no matter where he played around the midwest, Kavanaugh ad-
mits the backbone of his accomplishments are deeply rooted in the farm
los of the Kavanaugh farm.

And in accepting the honor of his induction, Kavanaugh gave special
thanks 1o his parents, Catherine and the late Louis Sr. of Cannelburg, for
their example of a strong work ethic in life,

“Dad, this ones for you!,” exclaimed Kavanaugh, as he wrapped up
not only his induction speech, but also a very successful softball career.

Page 22




Al, David and Lee Kavanaugh

There have been many team who have had brothers on thel
same team. The Bird brothers both of whom pitched. Another
brother combination involved Fred and Wayne Myers. Having
brothers playing together can be a big help in getting a team
playing as a unit. That is if the brothers can get along.

If the brothers do not get along then the problems are twice
as bad.

I am sure there probably has been but to my knowledge I
do not know of any team consistently making it to the state
tourney who had three brothers on the same team. Think abouf
it———three brothers on the same team. One family makes up
one third of the team.

Usually when brothers are involved one brother is an
outstanding players and the other brothers is a little above
average. In the case of the Kavanaugh brothers all three
were outstanding. Each one contributed to the team in a very
unique way.

I am not going to ask you to keep all of them straight.
You see, two of the three brothers did not even use their
first name as players. They used their middle names. I will
tell you that Al played outfield and first base. Lee played
shortstop and David (his real first name) was a pitcher.

The Kavanaugh brothers started out in the 1960 helping
their team win the local league. Little by little they began
to enter tourneys. As they grew in confidence they won a
district tourney. Soon they were pretty consistent in
winning the semi-state tourney. Then they were challenged to
win the big one and be the state champions of Indiana. That
dream would never came true. It would come close but it
would never come true.

Let me tell you what these three brothers helped their
team do in Indiana A.S.A. competition. As I give these to
you, please remember that they did not start playing on the
same team until 1960. In 1966 their team won its first
district tourney. In 1967-1968-1965 and 1570 they won the
semi-state tourney and participated in the Indiana state
tourney. It was in 1968 and 1969 that they came close to
winning the state championship but had to settle for being
the state runner-up.

Robert was an ou infielder. He could hit the
ball with authority. He was the batting champion of his
league on five different occasions. His lifetime batting
average is estimated to be 370. Al also was outstanding as a
defensive player. He could also hit the ball well. He not
only played but he also managed the team for five years,

Al also served as a commissioner for 13 years for Indiana
A.S5.A. David was a pitcher. He was fairly young when all of
this was taking place but he was learning all of the time.

He later went on to become outstanding in his own right. All
three players were known to be "clutch players” and could be
counted on to get that hit, make an outstanding play or
strike a batter out when it was most needed.

The Kavanaughs were and still are gentleman both on and
off the field. They seemed to always have the time to be of
help to other young players who were beginning to play the
game of softball. They played because they loved the game.
Each has expressed that they hope that they have somehow been
of help to the game of softball.

Three brothers on the same team. Three brothers who
made a team successful. Amazing, Simple amazing! Then to
think that still another brother has already been inducted
into the Indianapolis Metro Hall of Fame. What a talented
and impressive family.

Al. Lee and David Kavanaugh I am very happy to be able
to induct all three of you into the Indiana A.S.A. Hall of
Fame. This is a first for the Indiana A.S.A.
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Left: The Following was written by Tim
Nonte at the introduction of Lee, Albert
and Dave into the Fast Pitch Hall of
Fame.

Below: The Special Award was published
in the Washington Time Herald in the
summer of 1992 in honor of Louis
Kavanaugh Jr. for his service to the Right
To Life, Montgomery Ruritan Club, St.
Peter’s Church and to his Family.

The name Loule Kavanaugh is one
that is very common to the people of
this community because of all of his
involvement in it, which makes him a
very busy man.

Presently serving on the Board of
Directors of the Montgomery Ruritan
Club, he was also past treasurer and
secretary.

Doing his fair share in protecting the
unborn is what Louie has done for the
past several years by serving as presi-
dent of the Daviess County Right To
. Life. He goes beyond the local level on
this topic by acting as vice president of a state organization of Indiana Citizens For
Lite. This is an orgainzation in which he had a hand in putting together and he was
even a past president.

No matter what, Louie always finds time 1o attend St. Peter's Catholic Church in
Maontgomery where he is a member and has served on the Parish Council.

"Ifeel the good Lord has been very good to me and | feel like | am obligated to give
it back to the community and my church,” Louie explained.

Being a graduate of Barr-Reeve High School, Louie serves onthe committee of the
Barr-Reeve Alumni Association that assists the Scholarship Foundation of which he
is pasl president and vice president.

During the summer months, Louie can be found at the Montgomery ball park
whera he has coached Little League for the past 14 years.

He not only attended Indiana School of Automation for data processing, but he has
taken courses in computer programming from Vincennes University and Indiana
University. But his education seems to be ongoing as he is continually enrolied in
courses through the government as a way of keeping up-to-date on the ever
changing world of computers,

He has been employed as a programmer/analyst at NWSC, Crane for 24 years.

Andif altof that wasn't enough,he can be heard on WKMD, Loogootee as the Voice
of the Vikihgs bringing the play by play action of Barr-Reeve basketball to the
listening public. '

Louie and his wife of nearly 26 years, the former Elizabeth Michaels reside in
Montgomery. They have five children, Sheri, Louie Ill, Jim, Brian and John.

We salute Louie Kavanaugh—a man giving his all for the current citizens of today
and for the hope of tomorrow.

Sponsored by

DONALDSON INSURANCE

10 E. National! Hwy. , Washington, 254-4668
Joe Klinglensmith, Martha Newton, Joe Cummings




Louie & Liz Kavanaugh Receive 2012 Donna Gentry Pro-Life Award

Louie and Liz Kavanaugh have worked together for many years in the pro-life
movement and on Thursday night they were rewarded for all their hard work. While
accepting the award Louis Kavanaugh Jr. President of the Daviess County Right To Life
. said “My wife

Liz ask me to
get involved in
the  movement
and if | would
do that she
promised she
would take care
of the kids and
do what needed
to be done there
on the home
front. She
helped with
what she could
and has also
been
encouraging me
to keep going.”
Louie and Liz
got involved in
the movement in 1977 and have been active ever since. Louie not only served as the
President of Daviess County Right to Life but also was very active in the Indiana Right
to Life Organization. He served as Indiana’s Delegate on the National Right to Life
Board in 1986 and worked with Dr. Jack Willke who was the National Right to Life
President and became close friends to the Willke’s. When Indiana Right to Life split in
the late 80’s Louis was the founder of the Indiana Federation of Right to Life and served
as the State President. He remained in that position until the two Organizations merged
back together. During this time he remained in the leadership role of Daviess County
Right to Life. When Donna Gentry joined the local organization the two worked
together to form one of the strongest County Organizations in the state. Under their
leadership the local organization expanded its help to other County organizations around
Southern Indiana and help to strengthen the Right to Life Movement. Louis Kavanaugh
has also worked with and helped to elect pro-life candidates running for public office.
When Congressman John Hostettler was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives,
Congressman Hostettler asked Mr. Kavanaugh to serve as the coordinator for the
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Hostettler Campaign in Daviess County for his re-election effort. Louie and his wife
have been very active in working with the Right to Life Movement not only on the local
level but also on the State Level. The Right to Life Banquets held each year in October
is one of the largest pro-life Banquets in the State outside of Evansville. Banquet
Speakers have included some the top names in the pro-life movement. Under the
leadership of Donna Gentry the Pregnancy Care Center was started and has grown into a
major contribution to the help for women with unplanned pregnancies. This continues
today even though Donna Gentry passed away suddenly in 2011.

Louis Jr. and his wife Elizabeth are the parents of five children, Sheri (Kurt) Behme of
Evansville, Brian (Evansville), Louie Il (Kris), (Montgomery) John (Amy) Mont-
gomery and Jim of Washington. They have 16 Grand-children and 5 Great
Grandchildren.

i

Above: Louis and Liz Kavanaugh accept the Award as they both thank the
local Right To Life Organization. Louis has worked and held office in the
local organization since 1977.

Page 25



www.washtimesherald.com

TIMES HERALD

SPORTS COLUMNS, MORE SCORES

washtimesherald.com

November 17, 2015

‘SO LONG FOR NOW’

'Old Lou" Kavanaugh retires from radio booth

SPECIAL TO THE TH

As a new high school basketball
season begins, one thing that will
be change is that “Old Lou” Kava-
naugh will no longer be in the ra-
dio booth doing Barr-Reeve sports.

As of the end of last year’s base-
ball season, Kavanaugh have re-
tired from the radio booth.

“I have decided to hang it up as
the years are taking a toll on me,
and it is time for someone younger
to take over. Looking back on
those many years of Barr-Reeve
sports, [ have truly enjoyed it. But
there comes a time to turn it over
to someone else. | have had some
great moments and some disap-

ointments as well, but that is
Eow it goes when you follow your
favorite sports team,” he said.

Kavanaugh first got pulled into
the radio booth to fill in and help
Mike Strawn as he was doing the
play-by-play for the Barr-Reeve at
Northeast Dubois game in Novem-
ber 1988.

Turns out, that game went four
overtimes, and Kavanaugh de-
cided he really enjoyed being on
the air.

“Being from a family that loved
its sports | knew a little and as
they say, | knew just enough to be
dangerous. | was doing the com-
mentary for awhile and after Mike
Strawn took a break, | then got the
chance to do play-by-play and
have been doing it ever since.
When [ first started doing games
on radio, Barr-Reeve did not get a
lot of coverage, as Washington and
Loogootee dominated the air-
waves, and [ did my best to give
the Vikings the best coverage we
could get,” he said.

Back in those early days of
WEKMD Radio, most BR games
were tape-delayed games, as Loo-
gootee would be on live,

“When Loogootee was not play-
ing, we would be on live. But not
every BR game was covered, but
as many as possible,” he said.

“When | first started, 1 did not
get paid, but did it to help promote
Barr-Reeve sports and present it in
a positive light. Now all Barr-
Reeve boys and girls basketball
games are covered live by one
area station, and sometimes there
may be three area stations cover-
ing the same game,” Kavanaugh
added.

Kavanaugh later added boys
baseball, girls basketball and soft-
ball, as coverage was expanded.

In 1998, when the Barr-Reeve
Lady Vikings Volleyball team
made its first trip to the State Fi-

Joa Cummings | Contributed Photo

LOU KAVANAUGH doing “Fans in the Stands” at a trip to the state finals.

“1 have decided
to hang it up as
the years are
taking a toll on
me, and it is time
for someone
younger to take
over.”

— 10U KAVANAUGH

nals, WRZR was one of the first
ft.ation around to cover volleyball
ive.

“Needless to say, that was a little
different calling that fast-paced
sport. Also, my niece Kristi “Kava-
naugh” Griffin won the Mental
Attitude Award that year and that

was very special to our family,” he
said.

Kavanaugh said possibly his
greatest moment to remember be-
ing on the air would have been
this past spring when the Barr-
Reeve boys basketball team won
the state championship for it first
boys basketball title.

Next to that, it had to be the
girls baskethall team coming from
22 points down to win the south-
ern semistate title at Jeffersonville
in February earlier this year, he
said.

“] have been very fortunate to
have been able to broadcast all the
trips 1o State Finals that Barr-
Reeve has taken, and even was
able to interview Connor Sorrells
after he won the individual State
Championship in Cross Country at

Terre Haute, Also special to me
was when the boys baseball team
won the Jasper Regional over Jas-
per,” Kavanaugh recalled.

“l have been fortunate to work
with some good people over the
years at the radio station, in the
booth and on the court. | have al-
ways ried to be positive to the
coaches and most situations that
we found ourselves in over the
years, Although announcers are
not supposed to be for one team
over another, I think everyone
knew where my heart was and it
was with Barr-Reeve when they
took the court or the field. Just be-
cause | am reliring from the radio
booth does not mean I will not be
following Barr-Reeve or high
school sroris. This is not goodbye,
but “So long for now”
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Below: The following article appeared in the local newspaper as the thre_e
Kavanaugh brothers John, Lee and Tim Retire and were honored by their

family in July 0f1997.

FOUR - Thursday, July 31, 1997

Kavanaugh

:IFES

brothers’ retirements

honored with family reunion

Kavanaugh brothers, Tim, Lee
and John recently retired from
their respective professions.

Their retirement was recognized
with a family reunion of more
than 70 family members and
guests at Lee and Irma
Kavanaugh’s home in rural Mont-
gomery during the July 4th week-
end.

John Kavanaugh, the oldest of
10 children of Catherine
Kavanaugh and the late Louis
Kavanaugh Sr., Cannelburg,
recently retired from Western
Electric-AT&Tin Lee’s Summitt,
a suburb of Kansas City, Mo., after
more than 32 years with the com-
pany as a tool and die engineer.
He first worked at its Indianapo-
lis plant and for the past 12 years
in Lee’s Summitt. He and his wife
Donna, are the parents of three
children, Mark, Scott and Cathy and three grand-
children. John began with Indus Corporation of
Indianapolis in 1956 as atool and die maker, a com-
pany that he was an employee of for eight years
before moving onto Western Electric.

Lee Kavanaugh retired as a teacher and coach
at Loogootee High School after more than 33 years.
He taught business and social studies classes at Loo-
gootee along with serving as a Jr. High Basketball
Coach for many years. He and his wife, Irma, who
reside near Montgomery, are the parents of three
sons, Jeff, Steven and Jason and three grandchil-
dren.

Tim Kavanaugh retired as a supervisor at Gen-
eral Motors Chevrolet Plant in Indianapolis after
more than 37 years with the company. He and his
wife, Sue, are the parents of three sons, Tim Jr.,
Brian and Kevin and two grandchildren.

Family members and guests at the Kavanaugh
Family reunion included, Catherine Kavanaugh,
Cannelburg; John and Donna Kavanaugh, daugh-
ter, Cathy and guest, Kevin Hallaway all of Lee’s
Summit, Mo.; Lee and Irma Kavanaugh, son Steven
and wife, Trish and daughter, Julia, Evansville:

Pictured above, left to right, Kavanaugh Brothers, Tim, Lee
»and John recently retired from their respective professions.

son, Jason, Indianapolis; Charles Albert
Kavanaugh, son, Mike and wife, Michelle and
children, Haley and Elaina, Montgomery; Tim and
Sue Kavanaugh, son, Tim Jr. and wife, Le Ann and
children Cody and Kathyrn, Indianapolis; Dave and
Mary Kay Kavanaugh-Andres and daughter, Janet,
Indianapolis; Louis and Liz Kavanaugh and fam-
ily, daughter, Sheri Behme and husband, Curt,
Mesa, Ariz., son, Louis I11, wife, Kris and children,
Matthew and Jessica, Mooresville; son, Jim
Kavanaugh and Taylor, Washington; sons Brian and
John, Montgomery; David and Cleta Kavanaugh
and family, daughters, Kara, Kristi, Kayla, Mont-
gomery and son, David Jr., Evansville; Jerry and
Charlotte Kavanaugh-Lewinski, son, Shawn
Lewinski and friend, Crystal Bool, St. Louis; Steve
and Kathy Kavanaugh and daughter, Jamie, Indi-
anapolis; Mark and Clara Kavanaugh and daugh-
ters, Leslie and Jenna, Indianapolis; Father Low-
ell Will, St. Peters, Montgomery; Sister Mary
Bernice Kavanaugh and Sister Mary Charlotte
Kavanaugh Convent OSB, Ferdinand:; Rose
Kavanaugh of Indianapolis and Jack Doyle, Indi-
anapolis.
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Below: In 2001, the Kavanaugh Kids held a surprise birthday party for their
Mom at the Gasthof Restaurant on her 88" Birthday.

Times-Herald, Washington, Indiana

Tuesday, July 17, 2001 - FIVE

Catherine Kavanaugh was the guest of honor
for a surprise birthday/family reunion con-
ducted recently on the occasion of her 88th
birthday.

The event began with a family luncheon at
an area restaurant followed by an afternoon
and evening of fellowship at the Kavanaugh
Family Farm west of Cannelburg. Special enter-
tainment for the evening was provided by grand-
son, Mike Kavanaugh, and daughter, Haley, as
they played and sang a medley of songs on the
guitar and violin. Following church services the
next day a breakfast for family and relatives
was at the Montgomery Town Community
Center. .

Family and relatives attending the birthday
reunion were: Sr. Bernice Kavanaugh and Sr.
Charlotte Kavanaugh, Ferdinand; Rose
Kavanaugh, Dave and Kay Andres, daughter,
Janet Andres and friend, Ryan White, Mark
and Clara Kavanaugh and daughters, Leslie
and Jena Kavanaugh, Steve Kavanaugh, Jason
Kavanaugh and friend, Katie Grimmer, all of
Indianapolis; Lee and Irma Kavanaugh, Mont-
gomery, Steven and daughter, Julia Kavanaugh,
Evansville; David and Cleta Kavanaugh, Mont-
gomery and daughters, Kristi, Kayla, Kara
Kavanaugh and fiancé, Mark Franklin, David
Jr. and Melanie Kavanaugh, Winslow; Charles
Albert Kavanaugh, Mike and Michelle
Kavanaugh and children, Haley, Elaina and
Cameron, Louis Jr. and Liz Kavanaugh and
son, John, Louis III and Kristina Kavanaugh
and children, Matthew, Jessica, Brooke and
Mitchell Kavanaugh, Jim and Heather

Catherine Kavanaugh
celebrates 88th birthday

Kavanaugh
and children,
Taylor and
Christian
Kavanaugh, all
of Mont-
gomery; Kurt
and Sheri
Behme and
son, Alex,
Washington.
Out of state
family mem-
bers and rela-
tives attending
were: John and
Donna
Kavanaugh,
Lees Summitt,

Mo.; Scott

Kavanaugh What started out as an
and children, afternoon lunch atan area
Ashton and. restaurant for Catherine
Alec Kavanaugh with one of
Kavanaugh,  her eight sons, Mark
Kansas City, Kavanaugh, turned into a
Mo.; Kevin surprise 88th birthday/fam-
and  Cathy ily reunion weekend.
Hollaway,

Russellville,

Mo.; Jerry and Charlotte Lewinski, St. Louis,
Mo., and son Shawn, St. Louis, Mo.; Brian
Kavanaugh and friend, Julie Hemming, Kalma-
200, Mich.; Steve and Julie Dorr of Cincinnati,
Ohio.

Page 28




By Ruth Canary Drach

This is Stevie, four-year-old son
of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Kavanaugh,
and ‘“Jen,”” whom he calls his
wife, Heinie Gill, Times photogra-
pher, took the picture on the Kav-
anaugh farm near Cannelburg.

The forty-year-old mule story
was what 1 was sent after — but
the education angle switched my
mind over!

The two oldest sons of the Kav-
anaugh’s ten children arc appren-
tice tool and die makers at Indus,
Inc., in Indianapolis.

“How did the boys hear of In-
dus?” 1 asked.

“Ralph Carrico, a local man,
was down from Indianapolis, and
I asked him about John, 20. Would
you be interested in a farm bhoy?"

Ralph and his brother. Harold,
of Cannelburg, are high in the In-

IT'S SPRINGTIME AGAIN

_—

dus company.
“Farm and small town boys,are
just what we're interested in.
They make good employees and
stay with us longer.” He said he'd
talk to John Smith. He did and
John went up, then Lee, who is 18,

(John Smith, who helped start
Indus, was a vice president at
P. R. Mallory during the war, He
was hired from RCA in the East.)
At one time, Mallory engineers
were in the RCA plant where John
Smith had been. Herman said, “I
had never seen such love for a
man from his workmen. There
were actually some men who had
tears in their eyes when they ask-
ed about him.”

The other children are: Albert,
17, and Timmy, 15, in Montgomery
High School, Mary Kay, 13, Louis
Jr.. 11, and David, 10, in St, Pet-
er’s School, :nd three children at

Ralph answered,home, Charlotte Ann, 6, Stevie, 4,

and Mark, 2.
Back to the assignment — the
mule, The forty-year-old mule is

about 20 years older than just an
ordinary mule (according to Mr.
Kavanaugh), and was born on the
homeplace in the Spring of 1917.

In the younger days, ‘Jen’
hauled coal from Cannelburg and
the Parrish mine (now closed) to
Loogootee and Montgomery, and
hauled rock out of the railroad
cars to the county roads.

“From '17 to '38,” he said, *‘the
mule worked in the harness every
day, plowing, making hay and
tending to the crops. Since '38,
he's been used in the truck patch-
es,'”

But something else besides corn
and potatoes come out of the truck
patches . . . Some of the best
workmen in Indiana!

The picture below was the
Kavanaugh Mule, Old Gin
pictured here with Louis Sr. and
Catherine’s son Mark Kavanaugh
with the birthday cake celebrating
Old Gin 42th Birthday. Old Gin
was born on the Kavanaugh
Farm in the Spring of 1917 and
died on Feb. 29, 1960. Old Gin
was a beloved member of the
Kavanaugh family for many years
and did his part in plowing the
fields and the garden was well as
pulling the wagons wherever
fences needed mending. He lived
a long life, much longer than
other mules.

Above: The Following article appeared in the local
Newspaper and the Indianapolis Star. | do believe this
picture appeared in the Star around April of 1956. Old Gin
was born in the spring of 1917 and died on Feb. 29 of 1960
in his stable there on the Family Farm.
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